
Creating a WLE Essential Question, Thesis, and Project 
 

- What is a WLE Essential Question?  It’s a big, important question about your WLE. 

- What is a WLE Thesis? It’s your answer to the question. 

- What is a WLE Project? It’s a long-term project that will help the company out  and (hopefully) prove your thesis. 
 
 
Examples: 
 
SCHOOL 
• Essential Question: Why do some students learn and others don’t when they all see the same lesson? 

• Thesis: Teaching multiple lessons on science at the elementary school will prove that students have different 
needs depending on how they learn best. 
• Project: Planning and teaching different activities for different students that use different learning styles and 
then assessing them to see if they learned. 
 
 
 
SCIENTIFIC LAB 
• Essential Question: What is the most important Leadership Skill for a scientist to conduct successful 
experiments? 
• Thesis: Being a highly skilled researcher is about being creative and completing projects effectively.  

• Project: Assisting with science research in a lab and tracking the leadership skills I use and mentor uses. 
 
 
 
OFFICE 
•Essential Question: Why does the office where my WLE is located function so smoothly? 

• Thesis: A successful business is really about making sure people are happy and efficient at their job.  

• Project: Helping to type up the agendas for staff meetings, plan potluck food, design invitations to staff 
events, and organize the office’s files so everyone can find the information they need. 
 
 
 
 

• whatʼs happening at your WLE? 
• what do you see? 
• whoʼs doing what? 
• what doesnʼt make sense to you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name: 

OBSERVATIONS 
 



• whatʼs a BIG question you have about your WLE workplace? 
• Leadership skills (Think Critically, Complete Projects Effectively, Collaborate Productively, Communicate Powerfully) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IF (and only if) you’re having a hard time writing an essential question, you can use this as a model:  

“Which Leadership Skill is the most important to _______________________?” 

 
Examples:   
- Which Leadership Skill is the most important to make sure customers are satisfied at an auto repair shop? 
- Which Leadership Skill is the most important to ensure a smoothly running, collaborative office environment? 
 
 
 
 

• What do you think the answer to your EQ is? 
• A short statement 

 
 
 
 
 
IF (and only if) you’re having a hard time writing a thesis, you can use this as a model to fill in the lines above: 
 

Before my WLE, I thought being a ____________ (job) was mostly about ___________ (leadership skill); through my WLE, 

I learned that ___________ (job) really requires _________________ (leadership skill). 

 
Examples: 
- Before my WLE, I thought being a mechanic was about creativity and working with cars; through my 
WLE, I learned that being a mechanic is really about solving problems resourcefully and critical thinking 
and I realized that I don't actually want to be a mechanic. 
 
 
 

 
• Describe what you think youʼll do for your WLE project!  (It should answer your EQ and Thesis!) 
• Should take 5+ weeks 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Essential Question 
(EQ) 
 

Hypothesis (Thesis) 
 

WLE Project (materials/methods) 
 

Name: 


